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PPrreessiiddeenntt’’ss  RReeppoorrtt  

2013 marks the fifth year that Tap Fever Studios has been providing dance instruction to the San Diego community.  In 

those five years, Tap Fever has remained committed to developing a curriculum that builds self-esteem and athleticism 

for dancers of all abilities. 

        In this past year, we have been able to make studio improvements and expand our program offerings by reaching 

out to senior, deaf, disabled and under-served communities.  We have added a series of performances and instruction at 

public libraries and continue to develop our outreach.  All of this has been made possible thanks to the tireless efforts of 

our Executive Director and Founder, Larisa Hall.  She has inspired our students and their families to participate in 

outreach activities above and beyond their regularly scheduled dance commitment.  Her enthusiasm is infectious and I 

applaud her vision. 

Thank you to all of our parents, students, instructors and Board Members who enable Tap Fever Studios to excel.  As 

one of the few non-profit dance studios in San Diego County, Tap Fever has opened their doors to anyone and everyone 

who has the desire to express themselves through dance. As we move into 2014, we will continue to broaden our scope 

and develop programs that reach more adults and children.  With strong Board participation and continued parent and 

student involvement, 2014 will be an exciting and dynamic year. 

Anyone can dance and everyone should! 

 

 

 

Kariann Medina 

Board President of Tap Fever Studios 



OOrrggaanniizzaattiioonn  

Tap Fever Studios, is a 501(c)(3) Non-profit Dance Center, located in the 

community of Bird Rock, within La Jolla, CA, just north of San Diego.  As our 

Mission Statement describes, our goal is to provide everyone the 

opportunity to dance.  In addition to maintaining a full-time schedule of 

standard classes, we offer scholarships, integrate students with disabilities 

into classes, and create specialized programs upon request by organizations 

such as the Braille Institute or assisted living facilities. 

MMiissssiioonn  SSttaatteemmeenntt  

Tap Fever Studios offers instruction in an array of dance genres to people of all physical, developmental, and financial 

abilities. We help students of all ages enhance self-esteem and “tap” into rhythm and style. 

BBooaarrdd  ooff  DDiirreeccttoorrss  

For 2013, Tap Fever Studios Board of Directors consisted of three officers and five members totaling eight voting 

members.  

Janene Simon, President  

Business Development Manager, Freelance 

University of Maryland 

Serving on Board Since:  2008 

 

Sarah Freeman-Hall, Secretary 

Associate Partner-HR Administrator, PROVEN, Inc. 

Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University 

Serving on Board Since:  2008 

 

Hannah Cheadle, Treasurer 

Digital Producer, Digitaria Interactive 

Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University - Pamplin College of Business 

Serving on Board Since:  2008 

 

Graham Waring, Board Member 

Paralegal, Pite Duncan, LLP 

University of Arizona, James E. Rogers College of Law & The Johns Hopkins University 

Serving on Board Since:  2010 

 



Kariann Medina, Board Member (President as of Oct. 2013) 

Bar Owner, Pacific Shores Bar 

University of California San Diego 

Serving on Board Since:  2013 

 

Melissa Geno, Board Member 

Independent Living Manager 

San Diego State University Research Foundation 

Serving on Board Since:  2010 

 

Jason Fogelman, Board Member 

Real Estate Agent, Prudential 

University of California 

Serving on Board Since:  2010 

 

Osama Alkasabi, Board Member 

Real Estate Agent, La Jolla Real Estate Finder 

Master of Business Administration (MBA), Juris Doctor - Law Degree (J.D.) 

Serving on Board Since:  2013 

 

OOppeerraattiioonnss  SSttaaffff  

Tap Fever Studios employs one individual, Larisa Hall, as the Executive Director and Lead Instructor.  In addition, we 

contracted the following 10 instructors to teach classes in 2013. 

 Andrea Bensussen 

 Cara Thomson 

 Christian McCullen 

 Erika Dierkes 

 Jarmar “JJ” Jackson 

 Jayme Williams 

 Jonathan Mendoza 

 Malorie Bartlett 

 Mariah Salas 

 Summer Briggs 



AAccccoommpplliisshhmmeennttss  

Tap Fever’s focus for 2011 was to strengthen our Board of Directors’ participation, cultivate 

Instructors’ talents, and enhance Program Development.  The Board Members focused on 

Marketing and Program Development to build awareness of our mission to donors and 

increase participation of students. 

In 2013, Tap Fever Studios continued to strive for the highest standard 

of excellence in its classes, Dancers with Disabilities, and Scholarships 

programs. Since opening in 2008, Tap Fever has contracted several 

talented and experienced instructors to lead great classes and build 

student participation. In 2013, we strengthened our relationships with 

a set of 5 incredible Instructors to develop more specialized classes 

dedicated to our mission. These Instructors 

enhanced our Tap, Jazz, Ballet, Contemporary, Hip-hop, and Fitness classes for all levels 

of ability. In addition to our standard dance classes, Tap Fever also partnered with the 

Braille Institute to include dance students with visual impairments, and developed a 

curriculum to teach tap to students with auditory impairments. 

Our Executive Director, Larisa Hall, continued to implement the Hand Tap Dance Class 

for seated “Tap Dancing” by adhering taps to gloves and placing a wooden “floor” board on the lap. Students with 

limited mobility, those using a walker or wheelchair, were able to 

participate in dance class while seated. Tap Fever partnered with 

Sunrise Senior Living Facility in La Jolla for Hand Tap Dance Class 

sessions. 



GGooaallss  ffoorr  tthhee  UUppccoommiinngg  YYeeaarr  

Now that we have established our class styles and gained instructors dedicated to our mission, our primary focus is on 

Program Development, Grants, and Fundraising to support our Mission Statement. 

For the coming year, (2014) we plan to focus on fundraising and performances. To kick 

this off, we’re going to apply for at least 3 grants from both foundations and municipal 

sources. Additionally, we’re going to work closely with the University of San Diego’s 

Nonprofit Management Certification Program to develop a new fundraising strategy, 

with emphasis on cultivating known donors, and outreach to potential future-donors. 

Furthermore, we plan to submit the documentation required by the City government 

to host fundraisers, partnering with the hosts of local Swing and Jazz dance events, both as a way 

to showcase performances and provide for our programs. With the development of these means, we project Tap 

Fever will be able to expand its ‘Dancers with Disabilities’ and ‘Scholarships’ programs over the coming years. 

In the interest of transparency, we also plan to work with the board to amend the by-laws governing Tap Fever 

Studios. We hope to institute performance reviews for executives, as well as provide for reviews on how well this 

501(c)3 is meeting its mission statement- what it can improve upon; this will allow for critical self-reflection to keep 

us on-target. These updates will come with an update of our organization’s website, to streamline our clients’ 

experiences. 

We also plan to hold several performances for both our younger students, and our more 

experienced dance troupes around the county to both demonstrate the effectiveness 

of our mission, and raise funds. 

 



FFiinnaannccee  

 

 

 

 



 

 



DDoonnoorrss  

Tap Fever Studios is ever grateful to the following donors who supported our mission by providing services or products 

to us for Program Operations, Performances, and Fundraisers. 

 Alyssa Ehrlich, Attorney – Legal Services 

 All About Animals 

 Armonia Skin Care 

 Beaumont’s Neighborhood Eatery 

 Dr. Goldman, Cosmetic Laser Dermatology 

 Jewels By The Sea 

 Prodigy School of Arts 

 Voce Del Mare 

 White Light Studios 

 Tina Chan with Summer Radaza, KC Photography 

 Richard Kiser, Opaque Graphics – Printing 

 Todd Schutt, Kokopelli Productions – Videography 

VVoolluunntteeeerrss  

The following individuals supported our mission by donating their time during class, special events, and performances. 

 Levy Ahouandjinou, Annual Performance Assistant 

 Richard Curran, Annual Performance Assistant 

 Jason Hall, Video Camera Operator 

 Hef Hall, Volunteer Dog Performer 

 Emilio Mestre, Assistant Instructor 

 Kimberly Wins, Annual Performance Assistant 

PPaarrttnneerrsshhiippss  

Tap Fever Studios has worked with multiple facilities: 

 San Diego Braille Institute 

 California Children’s Service



TTrreeaassuurreerr’’ss  DDeeccllaarraattiioonn  

In accordance with the bylaws and Board of Directors of Tap Fever Studios, I declare that in the opinion of the Board, the 
following statements are true: 

i. The financial statements and funds of the Company are accurate, providing a true and fair view of the 
Company’s performance and financial position as of 31 December 2013. 

ii. This Company does not carry on any activities not permitted to be carried on by a corporation 
a. which is exempt from federal income tax under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.  
b. whose contributions to which are deductible under Section 170(c)(2) of the Internal Revenue Code. 

iii. There are reasonable grounds to believe that the Company will be able to pay its debts as and when they 
become due and payable. 

iv. The internal controls exercised by the Company are appropriate and effective in accounting for all of its assets, 
liabilities, receipts, disbursements, gains and losses. 

v. All board members receive and review updated financial reports following the end of each session of Tap Fever’s 
classes, which occurs three times per year at the Board’s triannual meetings.  

On behalf of the Board of Directors of Tap Fever Studios, 

 

 

Hannah Cheadle 
Board Treasurer of Tap Fever Studios 
 


